Bentham Under Fives Centre

Admissions Policy

Introduction 
Bentham Under Fives Centre Ltd is a community Nursery which offers care and education places under Islington Council’ Service Level Agreements.  The Centre formally agrees to publicise its admissions policy in light of the Council’s Admissions and Equal Opportunities Policies.
We ensure that the existence of our setting is widely advertised in places accessible to all sections of the community.  We ensure that information about our setting is accessible, in written and spoken form.
Bentham Under Fives Centre is registered to provide full and part-time day care to children aged from two-five years.  The fees are provided by Islington Council and are separated into three bands, depending on the annual household income (after tax is deducted).  Proof of income will be required every six months.  Parents are required to pay for the days chosen for their child to attend whether the child attends the setting on those days or not.  Fees are to be paid for all Inset Days, Bank Holidays, Easter, Christmas Holidays and during extreme weather or emergency conditions when it becomes compulsory to close.  You will not be charged for days when the nursery is closed for one week at Christmas and 2 weeks in the summer.  
When determining the criteria for the allocation of places, priority will be given to:

· Children who live in the Catchment area

· Children (or the sibling of a child at risk) who are the subject of an inter-agency child protection plan.
· Children deemed by the council to be ‘In Need’ 
· Children with a Special Educational Need
· Lone parents or families on a low income
· Parents who are studying full time
Places for Children Under Three
Places are allocated first to children in Categories 1, 2 and above and then:

· to children under three for parents working or studying full-time
· to children with a sibling registered in the nursery
There are a number of useful contacts that families can contact for support and advice on paying child care fees.  Child Care Element is part of the Family Working Tax Credit and can subsidise up to 80% of your child care fees, providing you are working 16 hour or more a week.  These contact numbers are listed at the bottom of the page.  
NURSERY EDUCATION GRANT (NEG)
Children are eligible for 15 hours of free day care on the term after their third birthday.  However, this is only available during term-time only and is deducted from the full or part-time fee.  If you want your child to attend out of the school term then full fee will be charged for both full and part time children according to the prices set out by Islington Council. 
Marketed Places Scheme
Bentham Under Fives Ltd operates a marketed place scheme in line with the Council’s Admissions Policy.  This scheme consists of up to 10% of the allocated nursery places and enables parents who are able to pay the full market charges to apply for a place. Places within this scheme are allocated first to those who live in Islington, second to those who are Key Persons within the borough of Islington, before allocation to non-Islington residents.
Key Persons Scheme 
Key person’

s who are not resident in Islington but are employed in Islington, may be considered for a community place at Bentham Under Fives Centre if there is a vacancy that no Islington resident wishes to take up.  For this purpose, key persons are defined as teachers, NHS clinical staff, police and community support officers, staff employed in schools and children’s centres, and social care workers. Key persons must have a permanent contract of employment for at least 17.5 hours per week and a family income of less than £55,000 p.a.
Useful Contacts for support with childcare costs

Islington Family Information Service

0207 527 5959

fis@islington.gov.uk
Lone Parent Advisers



0800 0185 026

Child Tax Credit and 

Child Care Element



0845 300 3900
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